Dear Senator/Representative,

I am writing to you regarding the issue of the availability of autologous stem cell therapy in the U.S.  In my opinion, this is an extremely important health care and civil rights issue that affects tens of millions of Americans who suffer from debilitating physical conditions.  I humbly request your assistance in bringing this issue to the attention of Press. Obama so that he can direct the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to immediately review and amend any and all regulations that prevent autologous stem cell therapy from being made available to all Americans NOW.

Autologous stem cells are simply adult stem cells that come from one's own body.  Autologous mesenchymal stem cells are particularly powerful.  They can be extracted (usually from bone marrow or fat), expanded and then re-administered to the same person to treat a variety of ailments such as orthopedic injuries, heart disease and neurological conditions.  Autologous stem cells are NOT embryonic stem cells, which are derived from human embryos and have been politically controversial.  Although embryonic stem cells have monopolized public discussion of the stem cell issue, autologous stem cells are already known to be safe and effective, and could be treating millions of Americans NOW.  I need your help to make this happen.

This treatment is not available because FDA regulations have been interpreted to define our own stem cells as "drugs," which subjects them to a long, expensive clinical trial process.  The issue is currently being litigated in federal court, however there are many who cannot wait years for a judicial disposition or clinical trial approval for their specific condition.  People are suffering NOW.  Immediate action by congress and the Obama administration could moot the litigation and obviate the need for costly, lengthy and, in this case, unnecessary clinical trials.  You could spearhead this effort by organizing members of congress and advising Pres. Obama to direct the FDA to review regulations that prevent the availability of this treatment.

The availability of autologous stem cell therapy is a perfect bi-partisan issue that can garner support not only from Democrats, but also from Republicans.  Democrats can support the issue because it concerns many of Democrats' core constituent groups: progressives, health care advocates, social liberals, civil and human rights advocates, and disability rights groups.  For Republicans, this is a health care issue that would result in less government regulation of individual liberty because the government has no place regulating a person’s own stem cells that are taken from and re-administered TO THE SAME PERSON.  Additionally, there will be lower health care costs in the long term and, in the immediate term, we can avoid the political controversy over embryonic stem cells.  In short, this issue should easily garner broad-based political support.

Finally, the availability of autologous stem cell therapy is also an economic issue.  Current and emerging economic competitors like China, India and Germany are much further along in research and clinical application of autologous therapies and are poised to be the global leaders of this technology.  With general agreement among scientists that stem cells are the future of medical treatment, the U.S. lag is problematic.  This is particularly concerning given Pres. Obama's emphasis on the growth of the scientific and technological sectors, including education and training, as a centerpiece of his plan to reinvigorate the American economy.  There is no reason that other countries should pioneer the most advanced medical treatments and reap vast profits from American medical tourism when the U.S. has the manpower and know-how to do so.  All we need is a reasonable, forward-thinking policy regarding autologous stem cells.

I hope this brief letter has given you some basic sense of the core legal and policy issues regarding the availability of autologous stem cell therapy in the U.S.  More information can be found at www.rockysfight.com.  I consider this an important civil rights issue that requires immediate action.  I hope you do as well.  Poverty is not only an economic phenomenon, but also a physical one.  People with poor bodies cannot wait for the freedom this treatment may bring.  Thank you.

